Asia: Environmental/Human Interaction– Thematic Unit

Essential questions:

1.  How have the physical geography and geology of Asia developed over time?

2.  How have physical environment and natural events affected Asian culture and history over time?

3.  How does Asia fit into current world affairs?

Culminating Activity:

Student will present iMovie (or other multimedia presentation format) about Asia.

	Content Areas:  Please indicate the performance levels.

Mathematics Level _______

Cultural Awareness ______
Technology Level______
Employability _______

Social Science Level V, IX_____
Writing Level _______
Service Learning Level______
Reading Level V, VI, VII, VIII
Science Level__III, IV

	Content knowledge and/or process  skills Target(s):

SS 5.6  Identifies the continents and their geographical features and regions

SS 5.7  Reads and uses different types of world maps

SS 5.4 Identify key economic resources around the world

SS 9.9 Identifies and explains the main geographical features and natural resources of East Asia

SS 9.10 Explains how cultural elements reflect the ideas and attitudes of modern East Asia

SS 9.11 Identify the key turning points in East Asian history

SS 9.19, 9.17, 9.18, 9.19 Analytical traits

SC 4.2 Surface and subsurface geological and chemical cycles

SC 4.4 Demonstrates and understands the impact and the use of natural resources.

SC 4.6, 4.7, 4.8, 4.9. 4.10 Analytical traits, Scientific process

RE 5.11, 6.11, 7.8, 7.13, 8.8, 8.11, 8.13  Student understands and analyzes theme as it relates to history and time period

RE 5.15, 6.12 Identifies cultural influences and common ideas in multicultural readings.


	Employability Target(s):

EM 1.3, 2.4, 3.5, 4.7, 5.8, 6.9, 7.4 Maintains positive attitude, meets deadlines, and displays strong personal ethic.

TE 4.4, 5.5, 6.6, 7.7  Multimedia projects



	PERFORMANCE TASKS: READING

PERFORMANCE TASKS: SOCIAL STUDIES

 (EAST ASIA, as referred to in the standards, includes the chapters on South Asia, East Asia, and Southeast Asia in the textbook, World Geography, Glencoe Publishing.)

1. South Asia: (World Geography pg. 470-525)

        A.  Indian Subcontinent

              1.  Physical environment – Students will be able to locate countries and major physical features. (DI)

              2.  South Asian culture – Students will research, collect information for iMovie (or other multimedia presentation format) on language, religions, traditions, and lifestyle. (PA)

              3.  South Asia’s place in current world affairs – Students will choose one current issue to focus on in their iMovie (or other multimedia presentation format) and prepare their script. (PA/INT)

2. East Asia: (World Geography pg. 530-585)

       A.  China, Mongolia, Koreas, Japan, Taiwan

              1.  Physical environment – Students will be able to locate countries and major physical features. (DI)

              2.  East Asian culture – Students will research, collect information for iMovie (or other multimedia presentation format) on language, religions, traditions, and lifestyle. (PA)

              3.  East Asia’s place in current world affairs – Students will choose one current issue to focus on in their iMovie (or other multimedia presentation format) and prepare their script. (PA/INT)

3. Southeast Asia: (World Geography pg. 590-643)

       A.  Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Laos, Cambodia, Thailand, Vietnam, Brunei 

              1.  Physical environment – Students will be able to locate countries and major physical features. (DI)

              2.  Southeast Asian culture – Students will research, collect information for iMovie (or other multimedia presentation format) on language, religions, traditions, and lifestyle. (PA/INT)

              3.  Southeast Asia’s place in current world affairs – Students will choose one current issue to focus on in their iMovie (or other multimedia presentation format) and prepare their script. (PA/INT)

PERFORMANCE TASKS: SCIENCE

1.  Surface and subsurface geological cycles (Asian focus)

        A.  Layers of earth – Student completes lab/activity/simulation following the scientific process. (DI, PA, INT)

        B.  Plate tectonics - Student completes lab/activity/simulation following the scientific process. (DI, PA, INT)

        C.  Movement/mountain building - Student completes lab/activity/simulation following the scientific process. (DI, PA, INT)

        D.  Earthquakes/volcanoes/tsunamis - Student completes lab/activity/simulation following the scientific process. (DI, PA, INT)

2.  Surface and subsurface geological cycles   (Asian focus)     

        A.  Rocks and rock cycle  - Student completes lab/activity/simulation following the scientific process. (DI, PA, INT)

        B.  Weather, erosion, soil - Student completes lab/activity/simulation following the scientific process. (DI, PA, INT)

2..  



	 PERFORMANCE TASKS:  READING

1.  Read chosen novel (see list) and complete activities focused on theme and connection to history/culture of Asia. (DI, PA)

2.  Create iMovie (or other multimedia presentation format) section that ties chosen novel to history/culture of an Asian country. (INT/RL)


ASSESSMENT

	Traits/Targets 
	-- Emerging
	√ Developing
	+ Proficient
	* Advanced

	SS 5.6  Identifies the continents and their   geographical features and regions

SS 5.7  Reads and uses different types of world maps.

SS 5.4 Identify key economic resources around the world

SS 9.9 Identifies and explains the main geographical features and natural resources of East Asia


	Student created map does not depict political boundaries, main geographical features, and economic/natural resources of selected area..
	Student created map attempts to depict political boundaries, main geographical features, and economic/natural resources of selected area.
	Student created map depicts political boundaries, main geographical features, and economic/natural resources of selected area.
	iMovie includes:  explanation of Asian history/culture and their relationship to modern Asia

	SS 9.10 Explains how cultural elements reflect the ideas and attitudes of modern East Asia

SS 9.11 Identify the key turning points in East Asian history

SS 9.19, 9.17, 9.18, 9.19 Analytical traits


	Multimedia presentation does not include:  explanation of Asian history/culture and their relationship to modern Asia, an annotated bibliography listing primary/secondary resources and their validity.
	Multimedia presentation attempts to include:  explanation of Asian history/culture and their relationship to modern Asia, an annotated bibliography listing primary/secondary resources and their validity.
	Multimedia presentation includes:  explanation of Asian history/culture and their relationship to modern Asia, an annotated bibliography listing primary/secondary resources (4 minimum) and their validity.
	Multimedia presentation includes:  thorough explanation of Asian history/culture and their relationship to modern Asia, an annotated bibliography listing primary/secondary resources (more than 4) and their validity.

	SC 4.2 Surface and subsurface geological and chemical cycles

SC 4.4 Demonstrates and understands the impact and the use of natural resources.

SC 4.6, 4.7, 4.8, 4.9. 4.10 Analytical traits Scientific process


	Labs/activities follow scientific process and are completed at less than 70% proficiency.
	Labs/activities follow scientific process and are completed at 70%-79% proficiency.
	Labs/activities follow scientific process and are completed at 80%-89% proficiency.
	Labs/activities follow scientific process and are completed at 90%-100% proficiency.

	RE 5.11, 6.11, 7.8, 7.13, 8.8, 8.11, 8.13  Student understands, analyzes theme as it relates to history and time period

RE 5.15, 6.12 Identifies cultural influences and common ideas in multicultural readings.


	Section of  multimedia presentation does not explain chosen novel’s theme and connection to Asian history/culture.
	Section of  multimedia presentation attempts to  explain chosen novel’s theme and connection to Asian history/culture.
	Section of  multimedia presentation explains chosen novel’s theme and connection to Asian history/culture.
	Section of  multimedia presentation thoroughly explains chosen novel’s theme and connection to Asian history/culture.

	TE 4.4, 5.5, 6.6, 7.7  Multimedia projects


	Multimedia presentation does not include clear visuals, audible narration that matches visuals, and text where appropriate (title, closing, bibliography).
	Multimedia presentation attempts to include clear visuals, audible narration that matches visuals, and text where appropriate (title, closing, bibliography).
	Multimedia presentation includes clear visuals, audible narration that matches visuals, and text where appropriate (title, closing, bibliography).
	Multimedia presentation includes clear, creative visuals, clearly audible narration that matches visuals, music (or other audio enhancement), and appropriate text (title, closing, bibliography). 

	EM 1.3, 2.4, 3.5, 4.7, 5.8, 6.9, 7.4 Maintains positive attitude, meets deadlines, and displays strong personal ethic.


	Student does not attempt to use class time wisely nor create a proficient map/multi-media presentation.
	Student attempts to use class time wisely and attempts to create a proficient map/multi-media presentation.
	Student uses class time wisely and map/multi-media presentation are an example of student’s best effort
	Student uses class time wisely and map/multi-media presentation are an excellent example of student’s best effort


Resources:

Literature:

Japan, Levels 7-8

Musashi by Eiji Yoshikawa

Shogun by James Clavell

The Ginger Tree by Oswald Wynd

Makioka Sisters by Junichiro Tanizaki

Silence by Shusado Endo

Temple of the Golden Pavilion by Yukio Mishima

Box Man by Kobo Abe

The Silent Cry by Kenzuburo Oe

Snow Country by Yasunari Kawabata

Kitchen by Banana Yoshimoto

Dave Berry Does Japan by Dave Berry

Japan, Levels 5-6

Grandfather’s Journey, by Allen Say

Samurai’s Tale by Eric Haugaard

India, Levels 7-8

The Far Pavilions by MM Kaye

A Fine Balance Robinton Mistry

China, Levels 7-8

Women of the Silk by Gail Tsukiyama

Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress Doi Sijie

Rebels of the Heavenly Kingdon by Rita Riche

Shadow of the Dragon by Sherry Garlalnd

Gate of Rage by Ching-Yang Lee

In the Year of the Boar by Bette Bao Lord

The Joy Luck Club by Any Tan

Wild Swans by Jung Chang

Chinamen by Maxine Hong Kingston

Mongolia, levels 7-8

The Golden Hawks of Ghenis Khan by Rita Riche

Korea, 7-8

The Foreign Student by Susan Choi

Year of the Impossible by Sook Nyul Choi

Echoes of the White Giraffe by Sook Nyul Choi

Vietnam, levels 5-6

To Stand Against the Wind by Ann Nolan Clark

Hello My Name is Scrambled Eggs by Jamie Gibson

Cambodia

In the Shadow of Angkor by Frank Stewart

Social Studies Resources:

Japan:

http://www.uwosh.edu/department/for_lang/Japanese/WebQuest/discover/DiscoverJapan.html
China:

http://projects.edtech.sandi.net/kearny/roots/
Mongolia:

http://www.gananda.k12ny.us/library/mshslibrary/mongolwq.htm#3
Science Resources:

http://sciencecastle.com/sc/index.php/rooms/view/Geography%20Experiments
Movies

Passage to India

The Far Pavilions

Come See the Paradise

Empire of the Sun

Joy Luck Club

Gandhi

Teaching Model - Assessment





Direct instruction - skills based assessment (DI)  √  	


Practical application - scoring guide (PA)  √


Interactive/Simulation – scoring guide (INT)  √


Real Life Connection – scoring guide (RL)  √


						

















