WRITING IDEAS

Everyday:

- Have students complete a journal-like writing activity (5-10 minutes).  Here are some ideas of what they could write about:

- Story starters 

Suddenly the sky lit up…  

In a split second…  

I’m sorry, but that’s just how it is…  

Out of the darkness and into the campfire’s light came…  

Miles and miles of forbidding coastline stretched ahead…

- What would you do? 

You inherited a million dollars.  

You met a fire-eating dragon face to face.  

The only food you had to eat for a week was asparagus.  

You were accused of a crime you didn’t commit.

You awakened at your school desk and were told that you had been asleep for six weeks.



- Make a list of:




20 ways to move a heavy box from one room to another

6 places you could go in your community to observe animals in their natural habitat

Fourteen words that name something to be worn on a person’s head

Roman numerals from one to one hundred

Ten of the world’s largest cities



- Jouraling




Describe how you got a scar.

What are some ways to help people more unfortunate than yourself?

Describe a favorite holiday.

Describe your life 5 years from now, 10 years from now.

Give students something interesting (even a leaf works!) and a magnifying glass. Have them describe as many details as possible.

After journaling:

- have students underline verbs – change one or two of the verbs to be more interesting (i.e. change walk to stroll, said to blurted out)

- add one or two adverbs to make the writing more creative

- add one or two adjectives to bring the writing to LIFE

- ask students to share what they have written

Instead of DOLs:


- ask students to choose a favorite sentence from their writing


- choose one sentence to put up on the board

- look at the structure of the sentence (subject, predicate, nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, pronouns, are there any dependent clauses?  what type of clause is it? adverb? adjective? what is the independent clause?)

-write a sentence that models the same structure as the sample sentence

i.e. Model sentence: When you first gave us this assignment, I thought it was lame.

You write: When I first heard we won, I thought I would have a heart attack. 


- have students read their sentences aloud

Introducing the Expository Essay – levels 4-7

1.  Work as a class to brainstorm a topic – choose one that is interesting to most and that students either know or can easily find information about 

2.  Brainstorm subtopics – i.e. if the topic is Siberian Tigers, subtopics may be location, habitat, food, dangers, etc.

3.  For this first essay, choose 3 sub-topics

4. If information is known, add four to seven details/facts/examples to each of the subtopics.  If not, have students research the subtopics and report back to the class.

5. Create an outline on the board or overhead.  You write, but elicit responses from students to complete the outline.

I. Introduction

Lead: Write it out (spend some time here – you want to capture the reader’s attention)


Thesis: (write it out – make sure it is a complete sentence)

II. Body


A. Subtopic



1. detail/fact/example



2. detail/fact/example 



etc.


B. Subtopic



1. detail/fact/example



2. detail/fact/example



etc.


C. Subtopic



1. detail/fact/example



2. detail/fact/example



etc.

III.  Conclusion


- tie back to lead


- summarize main points


- state an opinion


(decide which of these you will include – you don’t need to write this now)

6.  Use outline to write out essay on the overhead.  Students direct you, you write – you will have to give some suggestions – don’t worry about it being perfect.  While you are writing, students are writing the same essay on paper.

7.  After each paragraph, stop, read aloud.  Make changes if necessary.  Look at verbs – can they be more interesting?  Can you add an adjective, adverb, dependent clause?

(You can also do this at the end of the entire essay, but I find that to be too tedious for kids)

8.  After the essay is complete, read aloud a final time.  Discuss in terms of the 6 traits and make final changes.

This process will take awhile, but it is worth it.  Students should then be ready to choose a topic and write on their own.  This is how I differentiate between levels:


levels 4/5 – two paragraphs in the body (2 subtopics)


levels 5/6 – three paragraphs in the body (3 subtopics)


levels 7/8 – four paragraphs in the body (4 subtopics)

