Social Studies/Geography – Thematic Unit
Content areas:  Social Studies Levels 1-3

               Cultural Awareness Levels 1-4


   Writing Levels 1-4


    Reading Levels 1-6

                Technology Levels 1-3
Final Product:  Each child will produce a notebook containing maps and information on Alaska.  Levels 1 and 2 will produce a picture book of Alaskan animals and culture.
Unit Lesson #1
Continents and Oceans
District Standards: SS 5.6  Identifies the continents, RE 3.18 Uses context cues to identify words and create meaning, RE 3.19 Uses visual cues from text to aid in comprehension, RE 4.4 Reads multi-syllabic words
Goal:  The students will be able to tell the difference between continents and oceans and will be able to label the seven continents and the four oceans.
Focus Question or Problem:
What and where are the continents and oceans of the world?
Objectives:
Students will gain an understanding of the continents and oceans of the world and will be able to quick draw and label them by memory.
Materials:
One large world map
2 blank world maps
Plain paper
Colored pencils
Stop watch (timer)
Methodology and Activities:
Day 1: With the aid of maps, students will determine the 7 continents and 4 major oceans of the world and place them on a blank map. (DI, I)
1. The class will phonetically sound out the unfamiliar names of continents and oceans.
2. The teacher will discuss what continents and oceans are.
3. The class will look at a big map and decide what they think the continents and oceans of the world are (Teacher direction and input may be needed).
4. While looking at a world map, students will label a blank map and color in continents and oceans.
Day 2: They will then be given a world map to label and color without the aid of maps (Levels 1 and 2 will be given a list to help them figure out spellings). (I)
Day 3:  Students will then be given a plain sheet of paper and will have two minutes to quick draw the seven continents and oceans and label them as best they can.  Levels 3 and 4 will then try a 30 second quick draw. (I)
Day 4 and 5:  Students will complete quick draws in an attempt to decrease their time. (I)
Closure:
When the quick draws are done the students will hang them on the board for the class to observe.  The teacher will quickly remark on the quick draws and what worked well and might make the quick draws better.  The date of the next quick draw will be established as well.
Unit Lesson #2
Knowing Ones Way Around the World and Finding Your Way Home
District Standards: SS 4.10 Identifies geographical features of the United States, SS 5.6  Identifies the continents, SS3.9 Identifies the geographical features, regions and native groups of Alaska, RE 1.12 Identifies characters in a story, RE 2.8 Identifies characters, setting and main idea, RE 1.13 & RE 2.11 Expresses opinions about stories, RE 3.11 Predicts what will happen next, RE 3.12 & RE 4.11 Makes connections between text and personal experience,  RE 5.9 Makes inferences, RE 5.10 Expresses opinion, RE 6.9 Analyze author’s purpose   
Goal:  Locating continents, countries, states, villages in own state.
The central goals would be for the student to know the continents and oceans of the world, the name of the major countries on the continents, and where they live in relation to the lands and countries of the world.
Focus Question or Problem:
Where in the world am I?
a. What are continents?
b. What are countries?
c. What are states?
d. If someone puts me on a map or globe, can I find my way home?
Objectives:
The students will get to know their way around the world on maps, and t they would be able to find their way home on a map from anywhere in the world.
Materials:
The books:  Me on the Map

       Where’s Michael?
                   Possum Magic
Classroom world map
Individual world map and U.S. map outlines for each student
Colored pencils, markers, pencils, pens
World map puzzle
A world globe
Learning Activities:
We will do the following activities over the course of few days to a few weeks (depending on the amount of time spent doing activities)
a. Read: Me on the Map, Where’s Michael? & Possum Magic
b. On a world map, color and label the continents and major oceans of the world (use color pencils – outlining may be don with markers).  This will take Level 1 & 2 students longer than the kids in the upper levels.  Upper level students can move onto step c when ready.
c. Fill in the countries on the various continents.  (When levels 1 and 2 are caught up, have them fill in the biggest country on each continent and label it).
d. Fill in the states on the US map (Level 1 and 2 will color and label a map of Alaska).
e. All levels will fill in an Alaska map including: mountain ranges, 5-10 larges cities or villages, major rivers, highways, and waters surrounding Alaska.  Label own village.
f. Students will finish at different times so I will assess them as they complete their maps and can explain verbally to me what a continent, country, and state are.  Then I will have them put together a world map, and a US map (upper levels) and find their way home on three spins of the globe.
Closure:
Closure will occur with each individual student as they complete their work at different times.  Basically this will include a quick teacher-student summary of what they have learned and then looking at what they can begin doing for the next section of the unit.
Unit Lesson #3
Mapping Alaska
District Standards: SS 1.5 Identifies examples of natural resources used in products, SS 2.5 Describes goods and resources used in Alaska, SS 2.8 compares and contrasts simple state map, SS 3.6 Reads and make charts and graphs of economic resources, SS 3.8 Read different types of maps, RE1.22 Identifies similarities and differences in pictures, letters and words, RE 2.13, RE 4.11, RE3.14 Makes connections, RE 3.15, RE 4.15 Identifies basic cultural influences, RE 5.9 Make inferences, RE 6.11 Locates evidence in text, TE 3.3 Uses search engine to locate information
Goal:  Students will be able to map the geographical features, resources, weather and regions of Alaska.
Focus Question or Problem:
What are the geographical features, resources, weather and regions of Alaska?
Objectives:
Students will gain an understanding of Alaska’s geographical features, resources, weather and regions.
Materials:
One large world map
2 blank world maps
Plain paper
Colored pencils
Stop watch (timer)
Methodology and Activities:
We will do the following activities over the course of a week.
1. There will be a short teacher mini-lecture discussing the unique things about Alaska and which features students will research and put onto maps (physical features, resources, cities and villages, population, transportation, weather, land types, and any other interesting things they would like to include).
2. Students will be given their first map and will begin their research and recording.
3. Students will shoot to complete one map a day for five days.
4. On completion of these maps, students will go over their findings with the class as a whole (teacher directed discussion).  The teacher will then explain the culminating project of building a topographical map and how they will display their new found knowledge on the map.  
5. Students collaborate on how they will build their big Alaska map as a group.
6. Construct a large topographical map of Alaska.
7. Decide what features will be displayed on the map and which students or groups will create those features.
8. Groups determine items they will need to secure for the next day.
9. Add/create features.
Closure:
When the map construction is complete, each group will tell about their part of the display.
Unit Lesson #4
Locate and Name Six Alaskan Native Groups
District Standards: SS3.8 Reads different types of maps, SS 3.9 Identifies geographical features, regions and native groups of Alaska, CA 3.1 Identifies four similarities of two Native American cultures, CA 2.5 Acts out one folk tale or legend, CA 4.2 Identifies and describes the purpose of local/regional cultural practices, RE 1.18 Uses pictures to tell oral stories, RE 2.9 Re-tells stories, RE 2.13 & RE 3.12 connections between text and personal experience, RE 3.14 connections between text and community, RE 4.9 & RE 4.11 Sequences events in a complex story
Goal:  Students will be able to name six Alaskan Native groups and show their location on a map of Alaska.
Focus Question or Problem:
What are the native groups of Alaska and where are they located in Alaska?
Objectives:
Students will be able to map out the approximate homeland areas of at least six different Alaskan Native groups.
Materials:
One large map showing the native groups of Alaska
Alaska map outlines for students
Colored pencils, markers, colors, pencils, pens
Computers
Encyclopedias
Magazines
Alaska cultural books
Read aloud books

The Hungry Giant of the Tundra

The Eye of the Needle

Kumak’s House

Frog Girl

Kitaq

Go Home River
Activities:
The following activities will take approximately a week to complete:
1. Read (as a class) Alaskan tales or stories from different native groups of Alaska (see list of book titles above)
2. Allow class discussion about the stories and how the cultures in each story differ and how they are similar.  Also, student will share how these stories relate to their personal experience and communities.
3. Students will act out one of the stories read.
4. Students will work in groups of two to discover where the different Native groups of Alaska can be found and what their names are.  They will record their findings on an Alaskan map (you may want to group an upper level student with a lower level student or have level 1 make a school map and level 2 a community map).
5. When maps are completed, have the students share their findings by filling in their assigned area on an overhead map.
6. Have students compare their maps with the final product and make any corrections (these maps go into their unit notebooks).
Closure:
Students will fill in the overhead map with one of the Alaskan native groups name and location, make comparisons with their personal map and place the map in their notebook.
Unit Lesson #5
Compare and Contrast Three Alaskan Native Cultures
District Standards: SS 3.9 Identifies geographical features, regions and native groups of Alaska, CA 3.2 Identifies four similarities of two Native American cultures, CA 4.2 Identifies and describes the purpose of local/regional cultural practices, RE 2.13 & RE 3.12 connections between text and personal experience, RE 3.14 connections between text and community, SS 3.4 Recognizes and reports on three state leaders and three legends or stories that are influential to Alaska’s history, 
Goal:  To produce a notebook that includes a comparison and contrast of at least three Native Alaskan groups.
Focus Question or Problem:
How do three different Alaskan Native groups compare and contrast?
Objectives:
Students will gain an understanding of two different Alaskan Native groups and will be able to compare and contrast the cultures in ten different areas of Alaska.
Materials:
Plain paper
Rulers
Black pens
Colored pencils
A scanner
Alaskan books
Internet access
Alaska magazines
Scissors
Glue
Activities:
The following activities will take approximately a week to complete:
1. The students will each get 10 sheets of white paper that has been hole punched.  They will work with the long side of their paper.  Students will put a one inch box at the top of each page and will use that area to label the content they are going to compare and contrast (art, pets, weapons, clothing, food, games, housing, appliances, transportation, and culture).
2. Students then divide the paper in half using a ruler.  At the top of the sections they will write the name of two of the groups they are studying.
3. The pages will go in their unit notebook ready for the addition of information and pictures.
4. Research can begin.  Allow approximately one week for each Alaskan Native group to look for pictures and information they can scan, cut out, write, print, and attach to their notebook pages.
Closure:
When the notebooks are complete the students can share them with the class.  Teacher comments on each child’s notebook and key questions will be a part of this sharing process.
Unit Lesson #6
Alaska Draw and Write Picture Book
District Standards: SS 2.5 Describes goods and resources produced in the state of Alaska, SS 3.1 Recognizes state’s symbols as related to state history, SS 3.7Understands the local resources available for subsistence lifestyle, WR 1.6h Begins to develop proper penmanship, WR2.1 Writes and organizes thoughts into a topic sentence and two supporting details, RE 2.10 Uses illustrations from text to create and enhance meaning
Goal:  To produce a picture story book about Alaska
Focus Question or Problem:
What is special about Alaska?
Who lives in Alaska?
Objectives:
1. Students will learn that their state is unique.
2. Students will show this with colored drawings and writings.
Materials:
Draw and Write picture writing books for each student (these can be ordered from the sources listed on the back of the Draw and Write guide book)
Draw and Write guide book on Arctic regions (located in Cultural Awareness tote on site)
Pencils, erasers, colored pencils
Activities:
This is an ongoing activity:
1. The teacher and students will discuss the importance of the pictures in the Draw and Write art guide book.
2. Teacher and students will discuss how to do the art in the book and the writing to go along with the pictures.
3. Students and teacher will discuss the use of colored pencils and different kinds of strokes and color combinations.
4. The teacher will help guide through the first drawing and writing before letting the students begin working at their own pace.
Closure:
When each student finishes their book the teacher will go over it with them for suggestions and corrections.  When that step is completed the student or teacher will read the book to the entire class.
Unit Lesson #7
Alaska History Timeline & Early History Paper
District Standards: SS 3.3 Sequences at least 10 main events from Native Alaskan history to the present, SS 3.1 Recognizes state symbols as related to state history, SS 3.4 Recognizes and reports on three state leaders and three legends or stories that are influential to Alaska’s history, CA 3.2 Identifies 4 similarities of two Native American cultures, CA 3.1 Understands that cultures have a distinct organization and hierarchy, CA 3.4 Create and art form using two of the art elements, form and space, TE 2.3 Saves work to appropriate location, TE 3.3 Using search engine to locate information, RE 4.14 Make connections between different texts and locates details in text to illustrate the connections, RE 3.18 Uses context cues to create meaning, WR 3.7c & WR 2.7b Continues adding writing samples to portfolio, WR 4.7b Essay/Report
Goal:  The students will be able to sequence the key historical events of Alaska history.  They will also be able to tell how the first groups of people came to Alaska, where they are located and how they lived.
Focus Question or Problem:
What are the key historical events in Alaskan history?
Where did the Alaskan Natives come from, where did they relocate, and how did they live before the times of white men in Alaska?
Objectives:
1. To learn what were key events in Alaskan history.
2. To organize these events in an orderly timeline.
3. To want to learn more details about the events.
4. To learn how the early Alaskans came to Alaska and how they lived.
5. To create a piece of art using objects found in the outdoor environment.
Materials:
Books on Alaskan history
Internet
Paper, pencils, pens, colored pencils, markers, rulers, scissors
Pictures (if students choose to add them to their reports)
Overhead projector
Objects from outdoors for an art project
Activities:
This activity will probably last several weeks:
1. Mini lecture on timelines and possible representations.
2. Give starting date for timeline and expectations (number of events)
3. Allow students research time
4. Collaboration time as a group – discuss what they feel are important dates and why.
5. Make a group timeline  (on overhead projector)
6. Individuals make timelines for notebooks.
7. Instruct students to go back to the information they found about how people first came to Alaska and how they lived.  They are to read for more details on this and take notes for a report.
8. Students will use their notes to write about the first peoples to come to Alaska, how they got here, where they lived and how they lived.
9. Students will collect outdoor objects to use in making an art project – they should focus on using two art elements, form and space.
10. Students create art project.
Closure:
Timeline closure will be when we finish making a timeline on the overhead with the group.  They will work on their personalized timeline and place them in their notebooks after I have seen them and we have talked about them.  The report closure will be when the students have finished their report and shared them with the class.  The class will be allowed to make positive comments and suggestions.  These reports will also be placed in the Alaska notebooks.

The art project closure will be to share the project with the class and then place these projects in their notebooks.
Unit Lesson #8
Russian and European Exploration
District Standards: SS 3.2  Understands Russian/European exploration and settlement of Alaska, SS 3.3 Sequences at least 10 main events from Native Alaskan history to the present, SS 3.1 Recognizes state symbols as related to state history, SS 3.4 Recognizes and reports on three state leaders and three legends or stories that are influential to Alaska’s history, CA 3.2 Identifies 4 similarities of two Native American cultures, CA 3.1 Understands that cultures have a distinct organization and hierarchy, TE 2.3 Saves work to appropriate location, TE 3.3 Using search engine to locate information, RE 4.14 Make connections between different texts and locates details in text to illustrate the connections, RE 3.18 Uses context cues to create meaning, WR 3.7c & WR 2.7b Continues adding writing samples to portfolio, WR 4.7b Essay/Report, WR 3.8a Uses prewriting strategies to plan writing
Goal:  Students will develop a basic understanding of Russian and European exploration and settlement of Alaska.
Focus Question or Problem:
Who explored and settled Alaska?
Objectives:
Students will learn that Russians and Europeans explored and helped settle Alaska.  Students will understand the importance of these European explorers and how they impacted Alaska.
Materials:
Books on Alaskan history
Encyclopedias
Internet
Paper and pencils
3x5 cards for notes
Activities:
1. Teacher will give a mini-lecture to direct and guide students into their research time.
2. Students will take notes – discuss notes as small groups
3. Students will organize notes into a report (may work in pairs, but both must have a copy of the work).
Closure:
Students will be able to read their reports to the class.  The teacher summarizes what the students have presented and gives any additional comments that may be necessary.
