Teacher Resources

Expository Writing

Expository essays require that the writer must give information, explain the topic or define something. To accomplish that, they are best developed by the use of facts and statistical information, cause and effect relationships, or examples. Since they are factual, they are written without emotion and usually written in the third person.
Expository essays also have a distinct format. 

· The thesis statement must be defined and narrow enough to be supported within the essay. 

· Each supporting paragraph must have a distinct controlling topic and all other sentences must factually relate directly to it. The transition words or phrases are important as they help the reader follow along and reinforce the logic. 

· Finally, the conclusion paragraph should originally restate the thesis and the main supporting ideas. Finish with a statement that reinforces your position in a meaningful and memorable way. 

· Never introduce new material in the conclusion. 

Here are some hyperlinks that review the specifics of writing an expository essay: 

· http://www.geocities.com/Area51/Shadowlands/8239/expositoryessay.html  Explains the Purpose of an Expository Essay
· http://www.iss.stthomas.edu/studyguides/wrtstr3.htm Ideas for Developing an Expository Essay
· http://leo.stcloudstate.edu/acadwrite/process.html  Writing a Process Essay
· http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Agora/3006/CourseIntroduction/essayhelpers.htm Compare and Contrast
· http://cctc2.commnet.edu/grammar/composition/process.htm Describe a Process
Persuasive Writing

The purpose of a persuasive essay is to convince others to agree with our facts, share our values, accept our arguments and conclusions, and adopt our way of thinking. 

Characteristics of a Persuasive Essay
· Establishing facts to support an argument 
· Clarifying relevant facts for your audience (perspective) 

· Prioritizing, editing, and/or sequencing
the facts and values in importance to build the argument 
· Forming and stating conclusions
· Persuading your audience that your conclusions are based upon the agreed-upon facts and shared values

· Having the confidence to communicate your "persuasion" in writing
Here are some hyperlinks that review the specifics of writing a persuasive essay

· http://www.hamilton.edu/academic/Resource/WC/Effective_essays.html Elements of Persuasive Writing

· http://www.humboldt.k12.ca.us/sohumb_usd/sfhs/richards/pointers.pdf Seven Critical Elements in Persuasive Writing

· http://www.lausd.k12.ca.us/lausd/offices/instruct/standards/language_arts/12/persuasive.pdf Persuasive Writing Instructional Plan for a Standards Based Classroom

· http://web.uvic.ca/wguide/Pages/PersuasiveEssay.html Topics for Persuasive Essays

Descriptive Writing

The purpose of a purely descriptive essay is to involve the reader enough so he or she can actually visualize the things being described. Therefore, it is important to use specific and concrete details. A descriptive essay can be objective or subjective, giving the author a wide choice of tone, diction and attitude.

Here are some hyperlinks that review the specifics of writing a descriptive essay:
· http://lamer.lsu.edu/classroom/edonahalfshell/pdf/dicot3all.pdf Lesson using Descriptive Writing in Science

· http://powayusd.sdcoe.k12.ca.us/projects/edtechcentral/writingwStyle/modes.htm Simple Explanation of Descriptive Writing
· http://www.io.com/~hcexres/tcm1603/acchtml/desc.html Sample Student Technical Writing Papers

· http://www.poewar.com/articles/15_exercises.htm Exercises for Writers

· http://palace.eslpalace.com/22description.html Details the Parts of Speech Necessary for Effective Writing

Narrative Writing

A narrative essay is a story written about a personal experience or a fictional event.  As a piece of non-fiction a narrative essay provides an opportunity to get to know and understand yourself better.  Narrative essays describe specific experiences that changed how you felt, thought, or acted.  The form of a narrative is similar to a story in that it describes how your character is feeling by "showing" through his/her actions, rather than by coming right out and "telling" your readers. However, a good narrative isn't just an entertaining story, but has a point to make, a purpose to convey.  In writing a narrative essay, your purpose is not to merely tell an interesting story but to show your readers the importance and influence the experience has had on you. This experience may be used as a springboard for reflection. 

Characteristics of a Narrative Essay

· Narratives are generally written in the first person, that is, using I. However, third person (he, she, or it) can also be used. 
· Narratives rely on concrete, sensory details to convey their point. These details should create a unified, forceful effect, a dominant impression.
· Narratives, as stories, should include these story conventions: a plot, including setting and characters; a climax; and an ending. 
Narrative continued…
· A narrative is usually told from a point of view--usually the author's point of view. 
· A narrative includes detailed observations of people, places, and events. Do you recall sights, sounds, smells, tactile feelings, and tastes? Use actual or re-created dialogue? Give actual names of people and places. 
· A narrative Shows, and doesn’t tell. It Re-creates an event by setting it in a specific time and space.
Here are some hyperlinks that review the specifics of writing a narrative essay: 

· http://www.atschool.org/materials/rubrics/samplerubric.htm A Narrative Rubric
· http://www.learn.co.uk/default.asp?WCI=Unit&WCU=3527 Steps for Writing a Good Narrative
· http://www.hsd.k12.or.us/schools/ghs/staff/ballard/narrative.html Lots of good ideas and topics

· http://www.usask.ca/education/people/aikenhead/edcur328/activitiesnarrativeC12.htm Instructions for Writing a Narrative Lab Report

· http://www.ccsn.nevada.edu/english/pentad.htm Elements of a Narrative

