The Lake and Peninsula School District

Personal Education Plan Handbook

(A guide for students, parents and educators)

"...to develop self‑directed problem solvers who are excited about learning, technologically literate, and secure in their heritage." 

LPSD Mission Statement

The purpose of the Personal Education Plan is to assure that each student meets the State and District educational standards. The purpose of this handbook is to provide guidelines for conducting P.E.P. meetings and for the production and processing of the finished document.

A P.E.P. is not an individualized course of study. It is an instructional tool for all students. Unlike an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) the (PEP) focuses on empowering students and parents by identifying each student’s strengths and weaknesses and developing academic and personal goals to meet the district standards. Parent, student and community involvement are key components of developing a PEP that will lead to students who are “self directed learners.” The t-chart below illustrates the similarities and differences between IEP’s and PEP’s. 

IEP’s





PEP’s


Identifies Strengths and Weaknesses
Teacher, student and parent identify strengths and weaknesses

Limited student choice
Student Choice

Not designed to teach goal-setting
Teaches goal-setting

Academic goals
Academic and personal goals

Goals may align with district standards
Goals are district standards

Plan is created by outside entity
Plan is developed by the student

Parental involvement
Parental and community involvement

Not connected to the system
Connected to the system

Myopic in scope
Broad in scope

 Goals of using PEP’s as an instructional tool:

1. To teach and reinforce goal-setting

2. Student identification and evaluation of personal strengths and weaknesses

3. Encourage parent and community involvement

The following pages include definitions, flow charts, examples, templates and assessments for PEPs.
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