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This Word document contains the complete teaching procedure for Community Citizens, Community Banner as well as any related resources, handouts, attachments, notes etc.
Community Citizens, Community Banner

Developed by: 
Do Something, Inc.

Theme covered:
Social/Civic Action

Overview of activity:
Participants will explore the history of flags (why they are created, their role in history, and what their designs represent, with particular focus on the American flag) and design a special community banner that reflects/captures the values and sentiments of their community as shaped by the events of 9/11. Participants will develop a deeper understanding and appreciation of the values that shape themselves and their communities; they will explore what it means to be a “citizen” in the community in the wake of 9/11 and be able to share their ideas with the larger community.

Subjects with which this lesson interfaces:

History, English/Language Arts, Civics, Social Studies

Estimated time of activity:

1-2 class periods (plus additional homework assignment)

National educational standards that this lesson meets:

Civics

Standard 9: Understands the importance of Americans sharing and supporting certain values, beliefs, and principles of American constitutional democracy.

2. Understands how certain values (e.g., individual rights, the common good, self government, justice, equality, diversity, openness and free inquiry, truth, patriotism) are fundamental to American public life.

Standard 11: Understands the role of diversity in American life and the importance of shared values, political beliefs, and civic beliefs in an increasingly diverse American society.

2. Knows how diversity encourages cultural creativity

6. Knows basic values and principles that Americans share 

7. Knows why it is important to the individual and society that Americans understand and act on their shared political values and principles
History 

Standard 2: Understands the historical perspective 

1. Understands that specific individuals and the values those individuals held had an impact on history

Language Arts

Standard 2: Uses the stylistic and rhetorical aspects of writing

1. Uses descriptive language that clarifies and enhances ideas 

Standard 8: Uses listening and speaking strategies for different purposes

1. Contributes to group discussions
3. Responds to questions and comments (e.g., gives reasons in support of opinions, responds to others' ideas)
4. Listens to classmates and adults (e.g., does not interrupt, faces the speaker, asks questions, summarizes or paraphrases to confirm understanding, gives feedback, eliminates barriers to effective listening)

* Standards provided by McRel (http://www.mcrel.org/)
List the Materials Needed for this Activity:

· “Reflect, Reach Out, Rebuild” discussion guide

· Art supplies for making the banner (construction paper, fabric, markers, glitter, pipe cleaners, etc.)

· Glue, scissors

· Paper, pens, pencils
Preparation:

During this activity, students will learn about the history of the United States and/or your state flag, including how it was designed, its purpose, etc. A list of online resources for flag information is included at the end of this lesson plan. It is recommended that you prepare in advance for this part of the activity by researching and selecting flag information to share and hand out to students. Of particular importance will be any resources on how flags are designed so as to guide students through thinking about and selecting illustrations for their own community banner(s). Note: You may wish to reference your state flag, as they often use more conceptual symbolism and may parallel your students’ community banner creations. 

When it comes time for students to design the banner, you may choose to have them work as a whole group, in small groups, or individually, depending on the size of the class and how you prefer to facilitate the activity.

Teaching procedure for the lesson plan:

Note: The following procedure is broken down into two suggested class or meeting periods.  However, the activity can be carried out in one period, or extended to include more time.  The breakdown is only a suggestion.

First Class/Meeting

1) Introduce the activity to students by telling them that they will design a special community banner to commemorate the events of 9/11.

2) Using the flag resources you selected, explore with students the history of the United States flag. You may wish to include international flags as well. 

3) Using the handout provided, explore with students what being American today means to them. Guidelines for facilitating the discussion are included on the handout.

4) Using their discussion of 9/11 as a starting point, break students into small groups (or have them work individually) and hand each one a blank piece of paper. Ask them to complete the phrase “Being an American today means…” and to write their completed phrase on the paper. Examples might include: “Being an American today means… accepting people from all backgrounds” or “Being an American today means… being involved in your community.”  


Note: Discussing the events of 9/11, as well as themes of being “American” may raise emotions and uncomfortable questions. The “Additional Resources” section of this lesson plans includes a comprehensive list of online materials to guide you in addressing these and other relevant issues. You may also wish to consider inviting a guidance counselor or other trained professional to take part in the discussion and activity.

5) After each group or student has completed their phrase, collect them and hang the papers on the blackboard or wall. Ask for volunteers to share their responses (or read them aloud anonymously, if preferred).

6) Encourage students to spend a few moments thinking about the different phrases. (You may want to have them come to the front of the room and read them.) Then, discuss with students the following questions:

· Were there any similar phrases? What were they?

· How might you capture your ideas of what “Being an American today” means on a special community banner? What images or pictures would convey your ideas?

· If our banner is going to be meaningful for people who look at it in the future, what kinds of images, designs, or pictures will be able to “stand the test of time?”

7) Individually (or in small teams, or as a group), ask students to begin brainstorming a list of the images, pictures, colors, or other representations that they think would reflect their ideas and values around being an American, what it means to be a part of a community, and their role in the community. 

8) As a homework assignment, encourage students to develop a short list of things they might include on a banner. As it is a “community” banner, they should ask members of their family, peers, and the larger community for feedback and/or suggestions for the design. (Again, this will take place individually, as teams, etc.) They should be prepared to describe each symbol or image on their list.

Second Class/Meeting
1) Recap yesterday’s discussion about being an American. 

2) Ask for volunteers to share their list and any feedback or suggestions they received from others. Record responses on the blackboard or overhead.

3) If students will be designing a group banner, they may need to narrow the list before moving forward into the design phase. If they are working individually or in small teams, they may design their banner using their favorite ideas from the list.

4) Hand out the art supplies and have students design their banner. Be sure to include time for a presentation of each banner at the end of the class.

5) Debrief the activity by making arrangements to share the banners with the school and/or community. Consider asking students how they would like to share both the banners and their ideas around being an American today. Suggestions for this step are included in the “Extended Activities” section below.
Assessment Recommendations:
The success of this activity rests on the students’ ability to discuss, explore, and recognize what it means to “be an American” in light of the events of 9/11, and to be able to apply what they learn to designing a banner. The banner-making process calls for their ability to both develop consensus and exercise decision-making skills.

Extended Activities:

· As another possible extended activity, we encourage you or students you know to submit answers to the questions posed in our student writing exchange, on the website in "Student Sharing Their Thoughts" on the side bar menu on the 9/11 As History Web site at: http://www.911ashistory.org. We will be publishing the best entries and crediting the appropriate writers in this publication, Ask the Children About September 11. Questions address how students feel they and their communities have changed since September 11 and what they have either done or think should be done to improve their communities. 
· Educators may wish to access the ‘Reflect, Reach Out, Rebuild… Creating a Commemorative Time Capsule” activity provided for Grades 9-12 and have their students create a time capsule in which to put the community banner. The activity can be found at http://www.911ashistory.org. 

· Students may wish to organize a ceremony to unveil and share the banner with peers, parents, community members, and others. Students can use Do Something’s Path to Change, a planning template, to organize the event. The Path to Change template for young people can be found on Do Something’s teen website at www.dosomething.org or on Do Something’s educator Web site at http://coach.dosomething.org.

· Students can create a written document explaining the banner’s origin and design. The essay, poem, or declaration may include the ideas they discussed about citizenship, culture, diversity, or a memorial for those who died in the attacks.
· Invite a local historian to discuss the history of flags. Students can prepare interview questions.
· Students can research online or in the library the history and/or purpose of flags and compare their own process for designing a banner with the information they find. 
· Students can learn the “Star Spangled Banner” and/or other flag-related songs and activities, such as the proper way to fold a flag or the different uses of flags.
RELATED RESOURCES:

Families and Work Institute

www.familiesandwork.org 

Families and Work Institute (FWI) is a non-profit center for research that provides data to inform decision-making on the changing workplace, changing family and changing community.

Do Something, Inc.

for educators: http://coach.dosomething.org 

for teens: www.dosomething.org 

Do Something’s educator and teen websites contain lesson plans, activities, planning templates, and stories from participants across the country who are engaged in community-building and leadership initiatives. Please note: some content on the teen website may not be suitable for all viewers, so it is recommended that educators and parents check the site first.

DISCUSSING THE EVENTS OF 9/11:

Bank Street School of Education

http://streetcat.bnkst.edu/html/resources.html 

Includes links to lesson plans and other sites with resources for September 11. (Compiled by Bank Street School of Education, New York).

CNN/CNNfyi.com

http://fyi.cnn.com/2001/fyi/lesson.plans/09/11/towers.pentagon/ 

CNN’s online learning source for teachers has put together these news-centered activities and discussion guides.

September 11 Digital Archive

http://911digitalarchive.org/ 

Digital Archive uses electronic media to collect, preserve, and present the history of the September 11 attacks in New York, Virginia, and Pennsylvania and the public responses to them. The Archive is working with the Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum of American History, Behring Center; Museum of the City of New York; New York Historical Society; City Lore; and other local and national institutions.

Learning Network

http://www.teachervision.com/lesson-plans/lesson-6807.html 

Dealing with students' responses to the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks on the United States is very difficult. We have put together articles, lessons, and advice on how to help your students understand and cope with these horrible events.

New York Times

http://www.nytimes.com 

A front-page link to a section entitled “A Nation Challenged” will connect users to the online resources, archives, and materials for September 11.

Teacher’s First

http://www.teachersfirst.com/lessons/terrorism.html 

Resources and lessons around understanding terrorism and learning about tolerance.

Teaching Tolerance - City College of San Francisco

http://www.ccsf.edu/Resources/Tolerance/911/ 

The Tolerance Project, a collaborative web resource for learning and teaching how to understand, create, nurture, and find tolerance.
Watson International Institute at Brown University

http://www.choices.edu/Sept11/top.html 

Access curriculum to help teachers raise the issues surrounding the recent attacks in a constructive context and promote dialogue about future policy directions.

FLAG RESOURCES:

The Betsy Ross Homepage/USHistory.org

http://www.ushistory.org/betsy/ 

Detailed history of Betsy Ross and her contribution to the creation of the U.S. flag, as well as flag trivia, pictures, anecdotes, and other information.

The Flag of the United States

http://www.usflag.org/toc.html 

Information about the history of the United States’ flag, including its evolution, the Pledge of Allegiance, historic and current U.S. flags, and interesting related history.

United States Flag Art (a 9/11 resource)

http://www.september11news.com/USFlagArt.htm 

Includes flag art from throughout history, including commemorative flags designed for 9/11. Also includes the history of the U.S. flag and historical information.

The USA Flag Site

http://www.usa-flag-site.org/ 

“USA Flag Site is the home of all things patriotic.” 

The World Flag Database

http://www.flags.net/ 

Information about how flags came into existence, what were they used for, and the development of national flags in the middle ages. Includes drawing and illustrations.
Do Something, Inc. (Do Something) is not responsible for the content of external internet sites.  Do Something gives no endorsements for any products, materials or services mentioned on this web page and is not responsible for problems from their use or misuse.  Do Something does not make any warranty, expressed or implied, assume any legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information or process disclosed, or represent that its use would not infringe privately owned rights.
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REFLECT, REACH OUT, REBUILD…  
Discussing America after 9/11

The following is a list of discussion questions designed to guide educators and young people through thinking about what it means to be an American today in light of the events of 9/11.  The goal of the discussion is to strengthen young people’s understanding of citizenship through the exploration of individual and group values, personal responsibility to the community, community-building, and civic engagement.  
The discussion should cover three main areas.  Suggested questions are provided for each area: (1) Reflect (sharing personal experiences, memories, from September 11) (2) Reach Out (exploring how the events of 9/11 impacted them and their community, and values, citizenship, and community) (3) Rebuild (discussing ideas for moving forward, hopes for the future for themselves and their community and the role/responsibilities they can assume in bringing about positive change).

Educators should select questions that meet the age level of your students, as well as your own timeframe.

Reflect

Note: Guides for reflecting on the events of 9/11 with students are provided in the “Additional Resources” section at the end of this lesson.

· In what ways have the events of September 11 changed you?*

· In what ways did September 11 change your community?*

· How did September 11 change the world?

Reach Out

· What is America?  How has our definition of America changed over the last year?

· What are “values?”  What values exemplify America?  How are they different or the same as your own values?

· In some ways, September 11 was an attack on American values.  This has caused some people to think about the values that are most important to them and to their country.  What values are important to you?

· What is a “citizen?”  How do we define citizenship?  (Britannica defines citizenship as: 1 : the status of being a citizen  2 a : membership in a community (as a college) b : the quality of an individual's response to membership in a community)

· If you have been inspired to get involved in your community since September 11, what have you done?*

· What are the rights of a citizen in the United States?  Did 9/11 affect the rights of citizen?  How?

Rebuild

· What is civic engagement?  Do you think civic engagement is a responsibility of every person living in America?  Why or why not?  (Civic engagement may be defined as the active and ongoing involvement in one’s community in meaningful ways.)

· Has the importance of civic engagement changed since 9/11?  In what ways?

· How should civic engagement be taught?  In school?  At home?

· Give an example of civic engagement – either a personal story or something you read about in the newspaper or saw on the news – and explain why it is an example of civic engagement.

· How is community involvement related to citizenship and civic engagement?

· Did the events of 9/11 change the way you view your community?  Your role in your community?  What actions could you take in your community that would reflect your role in the community?

· What do you think is the one most important thing people can do to make their community a better place after 9/11?*

· What are some things directly related to September 11 that you would like to see changed in your community?

* These questions appear on the 9/11 As History Web site in the students “sharing their thoughts section”.  The Families and Work Institute will be posting live students’ responses to their questions.  If you include these questions in your discussion, you may wish to have students write down their answers and record them later on the website.

Please give us your feedback

We want to know what you think of this lesson plan.  Please answer the following evaluation questions and send it back to us via fax, email or post mail:

9/11 As History

c/o Families and Work Institute

267 Fifth Avenue

Floor 2

New York, NY 10016

Fax: 212.465.8637

Email: 911AsHistory@familiesandwork.org
Or you can also fill out this evaluation online in the Feedback section of our Web site

1. Please tell us who you are. Check all that apply. 

( Educator, Pre-K through 2nd grade

( Educator, 3rd through 5th grade

( Educator, 6th through 8th grade

( Educator, 9th through 12th grade

( Parent

( School administrator

( Community/youth worker

2. How did you find out about the "9/11 As History" website? Check all that apply.

( TV

( Newspaper

( Magazine/journal

( Radio

( A friend or family member

( School

( School district

( Community organization

( Found it on my own

( Other (please describe)___________________________________________________

3. How useful did you find this lesson plan in helping you and the youth you work with address the September 11th anniversary?

( Very useful

( Somewhat useful

( Not very useful

( Not useful at all

4. How well did this lesson plan meet its stated objectives?

( Very well

( Somewhat well

( Not very well

( Not well at all

5. How easy was this lesson to incorporate into your curriculum or other lesson plans for the day?

( Very easy

( Somewhat easy

( Not very easy

( Not easy at all

6. Overall, how many lesson plans did you use from the "9-11 As History" website? 

____________________________________________________________________________

7. How would you describe the response you got to this lesson from the young people?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. What was the most successful aspect of the lesson plan? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. Do you have any suggestions for adapting or modifying the lesson plan?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. Please share with us any special activities you have done with young people to commemorate the anniversary of September 11th.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We are planning to develop additional materials for educator use. Would you like to be kept up to date via our e-mail list about these initiatives?
Email Address: ________________________________________________________________
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