Alaska Draw and Write Picture Book

AK Standards:  Geography B1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 Using information about the

                                                 human and physical features of places and

                                                 regions.

                            Cultural: B1  Acquire insights from other cultures without

                                                 diminishing the integrity of their own

District Standards:  SS 2.14 Collects information

                                   SS 2.19 Identifies arts and crafts of Alaskans

                                   SS 1.20 Identifies types of social organizations

Writing Standards: Addresses all 6-trait writing standards

1. Ideas

2. Organization

3. Voice

4. Word Choice

5. Sentence Fluency 

6. Conventions

Goal:  To produce a picture story book about Alaska (K-3)

Topic:  Special things about Alaska.
Methodology:  Students will produce a student drawn picture book of special things in Alaska and will copy or write information about their pictures.

Possible Misconceptions or Naïve Ideas:


Alaska is not special or unique.

Focus Question or Problem:

What is special about Alaska?

Who lives in Alaska?

Objectives:   
1. Students will learn that their state is unique.

2. Students will show this with colored drawings and writings

Materials:

Draw & Write picture writing books for each student

Draw and Write guide book on the arctic regions (art help)

Pencils, erasers, colored pencils

Activities:

1.  The teacher and students will discuss the importance of the pictures in the

       Draw and Write art guide book.

2. Teacher and students will discuss how to produce nice art in their own book, and then how to write information to go along with their pictures, using 6 trait writing points.

3. Students and teacher will discuss the use of colored pencils and different 

      kinds of strokes and color combinations as well as the use of beautiful 

      cursive or manuscript writing.

4. The teacher will demonstrate and then help guide through the first drawing and writing before letting the students begin working at their own pace.

Closure:
When each student finishes a page the teacher will go over it with them for additional suggestions and corrections.  This will continue until their books are completed. When the books are completed the student or teacher will read the book to the entire class.

Student Assessment:. 
When students have accurately completed their Alaska Draw & Write picture books and are able to present them to the class (or have someone else present it), then they have successfully completed this lesson.  (2 months)

Accommodations for special learners:

Each student has an art guide they can use for suggestions.  They can work at their own pace and at their own ability level.  The teacher is available to help, encourage, and make suggestions whenever a student has a need.  

Attention to multicultural concerns:

This lesson is dedicated to cultural in Alaska.

Writing Rubric:

Level 4 - Descriptive

	Category
	1 Emerging
	2 Developing
	3 Proficient
	4 Advanced

	Ideas

Did the writer

stay focused and share original, fresh information or perspective about the topic? 


	· Main ideas and purpose are somewhat unclear.

· Ideas are not developed.
	· Reader can understand main ideas, but they may be broad or simplistic. 
	· Writing has a clear purpose and holds the readers attention.

· Paragraphs that stay on one topic.


	· Writing has a clear purpose and holds the readers attention

· Paragraphs that stay on one topic and are interesting. 

· Some ideas are fresh and original



	Organization

Does the organizational structure enhance the ideas and make it easier to understand?
	· Less than 3 paragraphs

· Writing lacks a clear structure. Missing beginning, middle, or conclusion.

· Difficult to follow. 

· May be too short to show organizational skills. 


	· Three or four paragraphs

· May not have a recognizable beginning, middle, conclusion.

· Details may be poorly placed or missing.


	· Four developed paragraphs

· Writes with beginning, middle, conclusion.

· Paragraphs contain specific details to support main ideas.

· Details fit where placed.


	· More than four well developed paragraphs

· Order and structure which is easy to follow.

· Effective transitions.



	Voice

Would you keep reading this piece if it were longer? Much longer?


	· Writing is stiff flat or lifeless.

· Missing a reader/writer connection.
	· Writer communicates, but without much style or interests. 

· Writer is somewhat aware of audience. 
	· Writes in a way that begins to show personality.

· Writes for a specific audience, but may be too personal or too formal.

· Uses appropriate voice for topic.
	· Reader is aware of writer’s personality. 

· Writes for a specific audience in a natural way.

· Tone adds interest to the writing

	Word Choice

Do the words and phrases create vivid pictures and linger in your mind?


	· Language may be so repetitious or misused that is detracts from the overall meaning. 

· Problems with language leave the reader confused. 

· Words are vague. 
	· Language is ordinary.

· Words convey intended message but may lack descriptive quality. 


	· Use language that is easy to understand but may not be colorful.

· Words are chosen for clarity of description. 


	· Use language that is accurate and energizes writing. 

· Words are interesting and natural.

· Language evokes strong images.



	Sentence Fluency

Can you hear the words and phrases flow together as you read it aloud?


	· Writing may seem choppy or rambling. 

· Sentence patterns are monotonous
	· Writing is not fluid.

· Awkward construction may force reader to slow down and reread.

· Limited variety in structure and length.
	· Writing flows but may not have rhythm.

· Control over simple sentence structures.

· May be some repetitions of sentence length as well as beginning and endings. 
	· Sentences have a natural, fluent sound.

· Writes complex sentences using a variety of lengths and structures. 



	Conventions

How much editing would have to be done to share with an outside audience?


	· Little control over the basic conventions.

· Capitalization, punctuation, and spelling errors that are so frequent they impede readability.

· Substantial need for editing – may be difficult to understand without editing
	· Limited control over the basic conventions.

· Frequent errors in capitalization and punctuation. 

· Misspelling of common words.

· If sources are used they may or may not be cited.

· Significant need for editing.
	· Writes correctly using the basic conventions;

-uniform tense

-ending punctuation

-commas in series

-periods for abbreviations and initials.

· Credit is given when sources are used.

· Some need for editing.
	· Correctly uses a variety of conventions.

· Correct spelling.

· If sources are used they are cited with beginning MLA or APA style.

· Little or no need for editing. 




