 
 

Identify Current Skills and Knowledge


Closely examine the student’s current level of student’s performance and the current skills the student has attained in the core reading, writing and math. Teachers, students and parents need to understand what students should be able to know and be able to do in each of the core areas.

Identify Areas in the curriculum for Integration


Create a curriculum map with your student to maximize the amount of curriculum integration. Identifying the content considered “essential” for all students versus what may be considered supplemental. Many of our students have not met the basic requirements in the core and it is important to organize essential content in a way that students have ample opportunities to learn it. 

Identify the skills to be addressed within the process  

Embedding the skills from many different content areas helps students understand the importance of building skills in areas they may have considered peripheral. These include but are not limited to technology, cultural awareness, career development, and personal/social/health.

Brainstorm Projects


Generate a list (use list provided with PEP) of potential performance task or have your students work with you in identifying projects to meet the goals of the PEP. The Internet is an excellent resource to use in developing specific projects for upper elementary and secondary students. Explore the sample sites below.

http://users.owt.com/rpeto/stu.html http://www.utexas.edu/academic/cit/services/courseware/resources/k12.html
http://www.kn.pacbell.com/wired/bluewebn/#contents
Identify needed Resources


Now that you have narrowed down the choice of projects, look closely at your available resources and focus on what can be accomplished at your location. Integrating the local environment and culture (if possible) in the PEP often provide students with task and activities that are inherently engaging.  

Develop Effective Instructional Strategies (see Instructional Categories Handout)

Instructional Model

	Drill and Practice
	Basic facts, vocabulary, integral information

	Practical Application
	Tangible tactile materials, learning by doing, real books, primary sources, flexible blocks of time

	Interactive
	Student goal setting, frequent performances problem solving, cooperative learning, collaborative groups, shared leadership, flexible roles

	Real Life Connection
	Learned information used in a real life setting, meaningful problems, assessment connects to real life


Develop Assessment Tools


We want to have students demonstrate a working knowledge of the skills and knowledge they have been taught in the PEP. Create a scoring guide and/or checklist with the student that has concrete, exact, observable language what students must be able to do once they complete the PEP. Checklist is handy because students can monitor their own progress as they work on the goals of the PEP.

Review and Revise


If the Pep is not working…it is not working! Feel free to modify the PEP if it too difficult or is going in a direction that is not helping the student reach the skills and knowledge that was identified in the PEP. Students need “manageable challenges” that are engaging to the degree that they challenge the individual’s present capacity, yet permit some control over the level of challenges faced. Providing students with timely feedback helps students gauge their progress towards their goals and reinforces the positive growth the student has made toward their PEP.
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